





























Research Questions

* Do users enjoy finding information which is
harder to locate or do users prefer all
information to be as easy to locate as
possible?

* Do users get a sense of achievement in
locating information which requires some
effort to find or will they feel they simply
wasted time looking for it?



Hypothesis

e H1: Compared to a classic “search and list
results” interface, we predict our alternative
browsing interface will be found more
subjectively enjoyable and rewarding to users.

e H2: Users are more likely to remember the
information they found via our map interface
than traditional text-based interfaces.



Theories

e Cognitive Dissonance - when we challenge our
users’ traditional views of how they search,
they have to modify their current beliefs, or
Invent new ones.

e “Learning and investigative searching requires
strong human participation in a more
continuous and exploratory process.”

-Marchionini 2006



Theories

e Users prefer browsing despite accruing costs
because they may later benefit from
extraneous information in that area.

 Browsing is especially appropriate for ill-
defined problems and for exploring unfamiliar
areas. — Marchionini 1988



Applications to HCI

e A system that makes users pay more attention
to it and is more game-like makes the system
more engaging, the information more
memorable, and the experience more
enriching.

e Assigning a location to information (real or
imaginary) and making users physically search

for what they want helps users remember
what they did.



Future Work

Users adding their own content/secrets
Why would they do this?

User-moderation through rating (Wikipedia)
The Life-Cycle of a Secret™

Freshman orientation with Cornell



Future Work

Upperclassmen leave knowledge behind
Location-awareness on mobile devices
Personal vs. public secrets

Mapseekret.com evolution
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